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Camille Jordan (1838-1922) was an influential mathema- 
tician during the later decades of the nineteenth century. Both 
an algebraist and an analyst, he is remembered especially for 
his Trait6 des substitutions et des Equations algebriques, Ike 
partie (1870), a seminal work in group theory, and his Cours 
d'analyse (particularly the second edition, 1893-96). *Much 
of his mathematical correspondence is now kept at the Ecole 
Polytechnique, Paris. It consists of a large number of letters 
from a wide variety of mathematicians and a few copies of 
letters which Jordan wrote to other mathematicians. In all, 
the correspondence comprises about 180 letters, dating from 
1868 to 1896. The list of mathematicians with whom Jordan 
corresponded is most impressive: Brioschi, Clebsch, Borchardt, 
Sylow, Kronecker, Lie, Sylvester, Hermite, Minkowski, Weierstrass, 
Klein, Hilbert, Stieltjes, Cantor (and others). Of course, 
not all of these letters are important. Many concern purely 
editorial matters; Jordan was the editor of the Journal de 
Mathematiques pures et appliqu&es for many years. For example, 
this is the case with the two letters of Weierstrass. I 
examined the letters for relevant material on an aspect of 
Jordan’s work in analysis and was disappointed to find little 
of interest. However, from a preliminary study the earlier 
letters on algebra and group theory appear to have substantial 
mathematical content. The letters of Sylow, Kronecker, Lie, 
and Klein seem quite significant. Perhaps someone interested 
in the history of modern algebra will find it worthwhile to 
study these in detail. 
